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NOTE 



This code is made under Section 41 A of the Slaughterhouses 
Act 1974, as amended by Section 5 of the Welfare of Animals 
at Slaughter Act 1991. It has been prepared following 
consultation with organisations representative of the 
interests concerned and issues after being laid before 
Parliament. Failure to follow the guidance contained in 
this Code does not of itself render a person liable to 
proceedings but such failure may be relied upon by the 
prosecution as tending to establish guilt tor an offence 
against Part II of the 1974 Act or regulations made under 

that part. 
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PURPOSE 



1 . This code provides guidance on the humane treatment of 
cattle, sheep, goats, pigs and horses (including hinnies, 
asses and mules) awaiting and during slaughter m 
slaughterhouses and knackers' yards. Further guidance is 
given in Codes of Practice on "The Construction and Layout 
of Red Meat Slaughterhouses in relation to Animal Welfare 
and "Electrical Stunning of Red Meat Animals". It covers 
the need for animals to be handled in a calm, unhurried and 
sympathetic manner at all times. It outlines the provisions 
to be made for their care during unloading from vehicles, 
whilst they are confined in the lairage and during stunning 
and sticking operations. It makes recommendations for the 
appropriate training and supervision of all those persons 
carrying out these duties . 

2. The code is not intended to be an exhaustive explanation 
of statutory requirements and it does not replace them. In 
addition to providing guidance with respect to the welfare 
of red meat animals at slaughter the code supplements the 
requirements of the relevant legislation which is the 
Slaughterhouses Act 1974 (Part II), the Slaughter of Animals 
(Humane Conditions) Regulations 1990, (SI 1990 No 1242) the 
Slaughter of Pigs (Anaesthesia) Regulations 1958 (SI 1958 No 
1971) and the Transit of Animals 
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(Road and Rail) Order 1975 (SI 1975 No 1024). It is 
important that all engaged in the slaughter of red meat 
animals familiarise themselves with the Act and regulatory 
provisions as any breach of them may constitute an offence 
against the Act or Regulations or Order, as the case may be. 
Copies of the legislation referred to in this code may be 
obtained from HMSO. A reference in the footnotes in this 
code to a numbered regulation is a reference to the 
regulation bearing that number in the Slaughter of Animals 
(Humane Conditions) Regulations 1990. 

3. Everyone involved in the slaughter of animals should 
seek to ensure that all operations are carried out in a way 
which causes the least possible stress to the animals from 
the time they arrive at the slaughter premises until they 
are dead. Remember that by law it is an offence to cause 
unnecessary pain or unnecessary distress to any animal which 
is awaiting slaughter in a slaughterhouse or knacker's yard 
( 1 ). 



( 1 ) Regulation 6 
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UNLOADING ANIMALS FROM VEHICLES 

4. Animals should be unloaded from vehicles with ca: 
calm, unhurried manner so that they are not in an unse 
and excitable state when they are subsequently handled for 
slaughter. Sticks or similar instruments should 

only be used when it is necessary to persuade animals to 
move and should never be used with excessive force. In most 
instances, if time is allowed for the first two or three 
animals to move forward voluntarily then others will usually 
follow. It is an offence to use electric goads except on 
the hindquarters of cattle and adult pigs that are refusing 
to move when the way forward is clear (1). The term "adult 
pig" should be taken to include boars, sows, gilts, heavy 

hogs and bacon pigs . 

5 . Plant management should appoint an experienced and able 
stockman to be responsible for supervising the unloading of 
animals . 

6 . Equipment used for unloading animals may be carried on 
the vehicle or kept on the slaughter premises. The 
equipment must meet requirements specified in legislation 
(2): in particular, the gradient of any ramp 



(1) Regulation 13(2) 

(2) Article 4 of the Transit of Animals (Road and Rail) 

Order 1975 as amended 
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must not exceed 4 


in 


7 and the ramp must 


be 


fitted with 


suitable foot battens 


or some 


other means 


of 


affording a 


proper foothold to 


any 


animal 


using it. 


The 


ramp should 


have side railings 


to 


prevent 


any animal 


from 


falling off 



it. The equipment should be stable and kept in good repair. 

7. Problems can often occur when unloading animals from 
double-deck and multi-tier lorries and it is recommended 
that such vehicles should be provided with hydraulic tail 
lifts . 

8. Any premises constructed or adapted for use as a 
slaughterhouse or knacker's yard after 5 July 1990 must 
incorporate a fixed ramp or other facilities for unloading 
animals which must have side railings or some other means of 
protection ( 1 ) . It is recommended that the fixed ramp or 
other facilities should permit animals to be unloaded at 
lorry floor level or at a very slight gradient. 

9. It is an offence to permit an unfit animal to be 
transported if by reason of its unfitness it could be caused 
unnecessary suffering (2). However, if on arrival at the 



( 1 ) Regulation 3 

(2) Articles 4,6 and 11 of the Transit of Animals (Road and 
Rail) Order 1975 as amended 
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slaughter plant an animal is found to be injured, or is 
unfit for any other reason, and it cannot be unloaded from a 
vehicle without being caused pain it must be slaughtered on 
the vehicle by the use of a mechanically operated 
instrument ( 1 ) . In no circumstances should such an animal be 
forced off the vehicle. If the animal can be unloaded 
without being caused pain the provisions of paragraph 20 
should be complied with. 

LAI RAGES 

10. Slaughterhouses, and knackers' yards where animals are 
held before being slaughtered, must have a suitable 
lairage (2) which must - 

provide sufficient space for every animal to be able to 
stand up, lie down and turn around (3). This also 
applies in the case of an animal confined in a stall. 

provide every animal with shelter from the sun and 
adverse weather (4). 



(1) Regulation 21(d) 

( 2 ) Regulation 4(2) ( a ) 

(3) Regulation 8(1) (a) 

(4) Regulation 4(2) (a) (ii) 
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1 1 . Care should be taken to ensure that animals are 
securely penned and cannot escape from the lairage. Whilst 
they are in the lairage animals should be left undisturbed 
as far as possible. 

12. If animals are kept in a lairage overnight they must be 
provided with an adequate quantity of suitable bedding 
except where they are kept on slatted or mesh floors (1). If 
possible, all animals kept overnight should have access to a 
solid lying area to allow them to rest more comfortably. 

13. Within a lairage - 

animals of one species must be penned separately from 
animals of another species (2). 

fractious animals (those likely to injure other 
animals) must be penned individually (3). 

horned cattle must be kept apart from each other and 
from other cattle except that they need not be kept 
apart if it is known that they have been reared 
together ( 4 ) . 



(1) Regulations 8(1 )(b) and 8(2) 

(2) Regulation 9(1) (a) 

(3) Regulation 9(1 ) ( b ) 

(4) Regulation 9(1 )(c) 
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be kept clean and in good repair ( 1 ) . Slatted or mesh 
floors should be properly cleansed and well maintained 
so that there are no gaps in which animals’ feet can be 
caught . 

be provided with suitable racks, mangers or other 
equipment for containing food and with suitable 
drinking facilities. These should be fixed, if 
possible. All animals must have easy access to the 
food and water provided (2). Alternative sources of 
water should be provided in individual pens 
particularly for pigs (eg nipples and troughs) so that 
pigs from different husbandry systems can be 
accommodated. (See Paragraph 14) 

be adequately lighted and ventilated (3). Animals 
should not be driven from a brightly lit area (with 
either natural or artificial lighting) into a darker 
area and should not be required to cross dark shadows . 
For this reason, and also to allow animals to be 
inspected at any time, the lairage needs to be well 
lit. Ventilation is also an important factor and there 
is a need to ensure adequate exchange of air, if 
necessary by the installation of forced ventilation 
equipment . 



(1) Regulation 8(1 )(c) 

(2) Regulation 4(2) (a) (iv) 

( 3 ) Regulation 4(2) ( a ) ( v ) 
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adult boars and mature bulls should preferably be 
penned individually. 

unfamiliar groups of pigs should where possible not be 
mixed together. 

a horse may be confined in a pen, stall or loose-box 
but must not be confined in a loose box with other 
horses if they are of a different size or age (except a 
mare with a foal at foot) (1). 

a horse of one of the following descriptions must be 
confined separately from other horses: a stallion; a 

cryptorchid (rig); a heavily pregnant female; a female 
with foal at foot; a horse whose hind feet are 
shod ( 2 ) . 

14. A sufficient quantity of clean drinking water must be 
provided at all times for all animals in the lairage (3) and 
must be provided at a suitable height so that all species o 
animals housed there can reach it without difficulty (4) . 
Regular checks should be made to ensure that all animals in 
the lairage have access to clean water . 



(1) Regulations 29 ( 21 ) (b) ( ii ) and 29 ( 1 ) (c) ( iii ) 

(2) Regulation 29(1 )(c) 

(3) Regulation 7(a) 

(4) Regulation 4(2) (a) (iv) 
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1 5 . Where it can reasonably be assumed that animals have 
not been fed for 12 hours or more, a sufficient quantity of 
wholesome food must be provided for them on arrival at tire 
lairage and twice daily thereafter, except that an animal 
need not be fed if it is to be slaughtered within 1 2 hour's 
(1 ) . 

16. Fodder must not be deposited in the lairage other than 
in racks, mangers or other equipment (2). 

17. Blood or other slaughterhouse refuse must not be 
deposited in or allowed to flow into a lairage and, as far 
as practicable, must be removed from the slaughterhouse 

without animals awaiting slaughter being able to see it or 
smell it (3 ) . 

18. If a field is used as a lairage, protection from the 
sun or adverse weather should be provided for the animals . 

In partlcular the y should be protected from the combined 
effects of low temperatures, wind and rain and a dry lying 
area should be provided, A regular check should be made of 




(1) Regulation 7(b) 



(2) Regulation 10 

(3) Regulation (12) 
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animals lairaged in a field to ensure that their condition 
is satisfactory. A field must not be used as a lairage if 
its condition, or the state of the weather, is likely to 
cause the animals unnecessary distress ( 1 ) . 

19. Any animal in a slaughterhouse, knacker's yard or 
lairage which is in pain for any reason must be slaughtered 
without delay and this must take precedence over the 
slaughter of any other animals . Any animal which is too 
young to take solid food, must be slaughtered without delay. 
If an animal in a lairage cannot be moved from there without 
suffering pain it must be slaughtered in the lairage (2). 

20. Any sick or disabled animal must be isolated from all 
other animals pending its slaughter (3). Suitable 
accommodation should be available for this purpose, and 
should be appropriate to the throughput of the 
slaughterhouse, close to the unloading point and with easy 
access to the slaughter area. 



(1) Regulation 11 

(2) Regulations 21 (a) (b) and (c) 

(3) Regulation 21(e) 
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HANDLING AND MOVING ANIMALS 



21 . Animals must not be hit, prodded or handled in a manner" 
which is likely to cause them unnecessary pain or" 

unnecessary distress (1), They should never be struck on, 
nor should 

pressure be applied to, any particularly sensitive part of 
the body such as the head, udders or anogenital regions. 
Sticks or goads should only be used when it is necessary to 
persuade animals to move when the way is clear and should 
never be used with excessive force. The use of electric 
goads is restricted by law to the hindquarters of cattle or 

adult pigs which are refusing to move forward when there is 
room for them to do so ( 2 ) . 

22. Guide boards or canvas slappers are recommended for 
moving pigs. 

23. Animals must not be lifted or dragged by the head, 

feet, tail or any other part of their bodies in a manner 

which is likely to cause them unnecessary pain or 
unnecessary distress (3). 




(1) Regulation 13(1) (a) 

(2) Regulation 13(2) 

(3) Regulation 13(1 )(c) 
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24. A sheep must not be lifted off the ground by its fleece 
( 1 ) . The fleece may be held for the purpose of guiding a 
sheep but this must not extend to dragging the animal along 
by it because this will be painful. 

25. Animals must not be lead or driven over any ground or 
floor which is in such a condition that it is likely to 
cause the animal to slip or fall (2). 

26. Animals should not be left waiting in approach races. 
Work breaks for staff should be anticipated and animals 
should not be moved forward from the lairage unless they can 
continue through the slaughter operation without any delays. 

27. The place where sheep, goats or calves are slaughtered 
must be as close to the lairage as possible so that the 
amount of handling needed to move the animals from the 
lairage to the place where they are to be slaughtered is 
kept to a minimum ( 3 ) . 

28. Lighting in the approach races should be sufficient to 
encourage the animals to move forward. Cattle in particular 
will hesitate if being moved into a darker area and will 
baulk at shadows and patches of bright light. 



(1) Regulation 13(d) 

(2) Regulation 13(b) 

(3) Regulation 4(2) (e) 
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29. Take care to ensure that animals have no opportunity to 
escape when they are being marshalled through the approach, 
races. Every effort should be made to reduce noise such as 
that caused by machinery and metal fittings in this and 
other areas of the slaughter premises because sudden loud or" 
unfamiliar noise will often cause animals to baulk and. 
retreat. 

30. The entrance to the stunning pen, particularly for pigrs 
and sheep, should be carefully guarded either by secure 
gates or human supervision to ensure that animals cannot: 
push through the stunning pen into the slaughter area before 
they are required. 

31 . The use of sprinklers to provide a fine spray of water 
in the approach races to pig stunning pens can be beneficial 
in reducing aggression and settling the pigs and also in 
improving conductivity when the electric stunning tongs are 
subsequently applied to the dampened head. However the use 
of water sprays without adequate ventilation is not 
recommended in hot weather as this can greatly increase 
humidity levels and may result in overheating and deaths . 
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STUNNING BY CAPTIVE BOLT 



32. The purpose of any method of stunning is to render the 
animal instantaneously insensible to pain and to ensure that 
it remains insensible until it is dead. Captive bolt 
pistols stun as a result of the impact of the bolt on the 
head as it penetrates the skull and destroys part of the 
brain. Effective stunning by captive bolt depends on 
accurate positioning of the pistol, use of the correct 
strength of cartridge in relation to the species and size of 
the animal, the size, sharpness and speed of the bolt and 
proper maintenance of the pistol. 

33. The recommended minimum sizes 
cattle and sheep are as follows: 

Bolt diameter 

Cattle 1 2 mm 

Sheep 1 0 mm 

Types of pistol which cannot generate these speeds should 
not be used otherwise the effectiveness of stunning may be 
affected. A pistol with a bolt which is recessed into the 
muzzle before firing is likely to generate a higher bolt 
velocity at impact than a pistol designed so that the bolt 
extends beyond the muzzle, and the former type is 
recommended. Bolt speeds can be greatly reduced when the 
requirements f° r 



and speeds of bolt for 

Bolt speed 
55 m/sec 
30 m/sec 



3A5-MG.RPT 

Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



pistol maintenance are not met. Pistols should be stripped 
down and cleaned according to the manufacturer's 
recommendations at the end of each day's operation, and a 
check should be made to ensure that the bolt is operating at 
the recommended speed. Faulty, damaged or worn parts should 
be replaced immediately. 

34. A reserve mechanically operated stunner must always be 
readily available and in good working order for immediate 
use in the event of the first stunner failing to operate 
effectively (1). 

35. The main cause of improper captive bolt stunning is 
incorrect positioning of the pistol. This is often due to 
the animal moving its head at the last moment so that the 
bolt is misdirected. To overcome this problem stunning 
pens for cattle, after 5 July 1992, must incorporate a 
device for restricting movement of the animal's head and use 
of such a device will be mandatory (2). The animal should 
be stunned as soon as the head is held in the device and the 

head must be released immediately after the animal is 
stunned ( 2 ) . 

36. It is important that the muzzle of the pistol is firmly 
in contact with the head of the animal and in the correct 
position when shooting. Correct positioning is 



(1) Regulation 14(a) 

(2) Regulation 2(1) - definition of "stunning pen" 
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particularly important if the pistol has a trigger which 
fires on contact with the head since , unlike the pistol 
with a finger trigger, there will not be another opportunity 
to position the muzzle before firing. The recommended 
positions for captive bolt stunning are shown in the 
Appendix (A) to this Code. 
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1 



37. Cattle must not be stunned in the poll position (at the 
top or back of the head) nor may any other animal be stunned 
in this manner except when access to the front of the head 
is prevented by the animal's horns (1). 

38. In the case of sows and boars the use of a captive bolt 
pistol is not always reliable and therefore it is 
recommended that carbon dioxide stunning (see paragraphs 44 
and 45) or electrical stunning procedures should be 
followed. The Code of Practice "Electrical Stunning of Red 
Meat Animals" should be consulted for recommended 
procedures . 



(1) Regulation 16(1) (a) 
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39. Percussion stunners which administer a massive 
non-penetrative blow to the skull may be used as an 
alternative to the captive bolt pistol but it is recommended 
that they should only be used on adult cattle. The stunners 
may be powered by cartridges or compressed air and it is 
important that the correct strength of cartridge or air 
pressure for the size of animal is used to ensure that a 
stun is effective and long lasting. The recommended 
position for the application of percussion stunners should 
be 3-5 centimetres above that recommended for captive bolt 
pistols. It is desirable that the stun to stick interval be 
less than 30 seconds because of the possibility of recovery 
of consciousness following a percussion stun. 

40. Another method of mechanical stunning involves the use 
of a free bullet. Generally this method is used only on 
horses, large boars and large bulls and is not recommended 
for other species. Correct positioning of the weapon is all 
important. Take precautions to ensure the safety of the 
operator and everyone else in the slaughterhouse or 
knacker's yard before making use of this method particularly 
inside concrete pens and buildings. 

41 . Adult cattle must not be stunned in a slaughterhouse 
unless they are confined in a stunning or a restraining pen 
(1). This does not apply in the case of animals which must 
be 



{ 1 ) Regulation 15(1) 
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slaughtered on a vehicle or in a lairage because they cannot 
be moved from there without being caused pain, tattle must 
not be stunned in a knacker's yard unless they are either 
confined in a stunning pen or their heads are securely 
fastened in such a position that they can be stunned without 
the infliction of unnecessary pain or unnecessary distress 

(1). Stunning pens must be kept in good working order (2). 



42. Animals should not be left waiting in stunning pens as 
this can create unnecessary additional stress in what is 
already a stressful situation for them. It should be 
possible therefore to remove an animal easily from a pen if 
there is a hold up on the line which would delay the 
stunning and sticking of the animal . An animal must not be 
placed in a stunning pen unless the person who is to carry 
out the stunning is ready to do so immediately (3). An 
animal must not be stunned unless it is possible for it to 
be stuck without delay and once stunned it must be stuck 
without delay (4). If stunning pens are also used for 
species other than cattle, it is recommended that they 
should incorporate a suitable form of restraint for the head 
to allow accurate stunning. In all cases the head 



( 1 ) Regulation 15(2) 

( 2 ) Regulation 15(1) 

( 3 ) Regulation 14(c) ( i ) 

( 4 ) Regulation 18(1) 
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must be released immediately after stunning. Where 
automatic restrainers are used for sheep, pigs or calves, 
such as those which hold the animals in a V shaped conveyor, 
there should be provision for evacuation of the restrainer 
and its approach race in case there are long hold ups on the 
line ahead. 

RECOGNISING AN EFFECTIVE STUN BY CAPTIVE BOLT OR PERCUSSION 
STUNNER 

43. The animal should collapse immediately after shooting 
with its body and muscles rigid and it should not attempt to 
stand up. Normal rhythmic breathing should stop and the 
position of the eyeball should be fixed ( ie facing straight 
ahead). Animals which do not show these signs should be 
reshot immediately in the recommended position. In order to 
be able easily to reshoot animals that have collapsed in a 
stunning pen it is recommended that a facility is provided 
for obtaining access to the animal through the bottom of the 
pen . 
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STUNNING OF PIGS BY EXPOSURE TO C0 2 

44. Pigs may also be rendered insensible to pain by means 
of exposure to a mixture of C0 2 gas and air ( 1 ) . Recent 
research indicates that the concentration of CO^ should not 
be less than 70% by volume. 

45. The installation used must contain a device which will 
give audible and visual warnings if the concentration of C0 2 
gas in the chamber falls below the required concentration 
(2). If this happens, or if any other defect in the 
operation of the installation arises, any pigs which have 
not been rendered insensible to pain must be stunned either 
by a mechanically operated instrument or by electricity (3). 
Although it may be difficult to apply electrical stunning 
equipment in these circumstances it needs to be borne in 
mind that, if it is necessary to stun sows or boars, 
stunning them by captive bolt is not always reliable (see 
paragraph 38). 



(1) The Slaughter of Pigs (Anaesthesia) Regulations 1958 

(2) Regulation 4(d) of the Slaughter of Pigs (Anaesthesia) 
Regulations 1958. 

(3) Regulation 8 of the Slaughter of Pigs (Anasthesia) 
Regulations 1958. 
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CHECK FOR EFFECTIVE STUNNING 



46. It is recommended that a senior member of the 
slaughterhouse staff should be made responsible for making 
checks at frequent intervals each day that animals are being 
effectively stunned and for taking immediate remedial action 
if they are not. 



SHACKLING AND HOISTING 

47. An animal must not be shackled or hoisted unless it has 
been effectively stunned or, in the case of an animal 
slaughtered by a religious method, until a period of not 
less than 20 seconds in the case of sheep and goats and not 
less than 30 seconds in the case of cattle has elapsed 
following the incision and only if the animal is unconscious 
( 1 ). 

48. If one person is stunning, shackling, hoisting and 
sticking a batch of animals single-handedly, he must 
complete all such operations for one animal before moving on 
to another animal ( 2 ) . 

49. Animals which have been stunned or stuck must not be 
dragged over any other animals or left in a position where 
they can be trampled on by other animals ( 3 ) . 



(1) Regulations 14(d) and 25(2) 

(2) Regulation 18(2) (c) 

(3) Regulations 19(a) and (b) 
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STICKING PROCEDURES 



50. Effective sticking of the animal is essential. The 
quick and accurate severing of the appropriate blood, 
vessels whilst the animal is stunned and insensible to pain 
is necessary to ensure that rapid death occurs due to loss 
of blood supply to the brain. 

51 . CATTLE Sticking should be carried out by an incision 
made with a sharp knife in the jugular furrow at the base of 
the neck, the knife being directed towards the entrance to. 
the chest to sever the main artery and vein (anterior aorta 
and anterior vena cava) . 

52. SHEEP Sticking should be carried out by an incision 
made with a knife with a sharp blade not less than 5 inches 
long close to the head, severing both carotid arteries and 
both jugular veins. This can only be done with a cut made 
across the throat. 

53. PIGS A knife with a sharp blade not less than 5 inches 
long should be inserted in the midline of the neck at the 
depression in front of the breast bone and the skin raised 
with the knife point using light pressure and a lifting 
movement . When penetration has been made the knife handle 
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should be lowered so that the blade is in a near vertical 
position, and pushed upward to sever the major blood 
vessels . 

54. Electrical stimulation or any dressing procedure must 
not be carried out on an animal until a period of at least 
20 seconds in the case of sheep, goats and pigs and 30 
seconds in the case of cattle has elapsed following sticking 
( 1 ). 

55. An animal must not be stuck in a slaughterhouse Or 
knacker's yard or lairage in the sight of any other animal 
awaiting slaughter (2). A horse may be slaughtered using a 
mechanically operated instrument in the sight of another 
horse only if it is necessary to do so on a vehicle or in a 
lairage because the animal cannot be moved without being 
caused pain ( 3 ) . 



RELIGIOUS SLAUGHTER 

56. From 5 July 1992 cattle which are to be slaughtered by 
a religious method (the Jewish or Mohammedan (Muslim) 
method) must be restrained in an upright position in a pen 



(1) Regulation 16(1)(c) 

(2) Regulations 20 and 30(2) (b) 

(3) Regulation 30(3) 
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whose design and installation must be approved by Ministers 
( 1 ) . The use of casting pens will be illegal from that date . 

57. The incision made during slaughter by a religious 
method must sever both carotid arteries and both jugular 
veins and must be made by means of rapid, uninterrupted 
movements of a knife which must be undamaged and large 
enough and sharp enough for the purpose (2). This provision 
does not preclude severance of the oesophagus . 

58. Animals must not be moved after the incision has been 
made until a period of not less than 20 seconds in the case 
of sheep and goats and not less than 30 seconds in the case 
of cattle has elapsed and in any case not until the animal 
is unconscious ( 3 ) . 



(1) Regulation 23(1) 

(2) Regulations 25(1) 

(3) Regulations 25(2) (a) and (b) 
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59. A captive bolt gun in good working order must be kept 
readily available for use in case an incision is not made 
efficiently as described in paragraph 56 and the animal is 
suffering pain or distress as a result or as the result of 
any other emergency ( 1 j . 

SUPERVISION AND TRAINING 

60. Understanding and care is needed in the handling of 
animals at the time of slaughter. This must be backed up by 
skill and efficiency, particularly during the stunning and 
sticking operations. Everyone should be aware of and 
sympathetic to, the needs of the animals and the operation 
and effect of the equipment that is used. Management should 
recognise their own responsibility for welfare and designate 
a senior member of their staff to assume responsibility for 
welfare in the plant generally. Consideration should be 
given to the development of a company welfare policy, to 
heighten employee awareness of welfare issues. 



(1) Regulation 14(a) 
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61 . An animal must not be stunned or slaughtered in a 
slaughterhouse or knacker's yard except by a person who is 
aged 1 8 years or over and is licensed by a local 
authority ( 1 ) . The licence specifies the species of animal 
which may be stunned or slaughtered and the type of 
equipment which may be used for the purpose. A person 
slaughtering animals by the Jewish method must, in addition, 
be duly licensed by the Rabbinical Commission (2). A person 
who has not held a licence before may, for the first three 
months, only stun or stick animals under supervision (3). 

62. Plant management should arrange for all staff who are 
involved in the handling of live animals up to and including 
the point of slaughter to receive training over and above 
that given at the work place. Details of currently 
available training facilities are listed in the Annex to 
this Code. 



(1) Sections 39(1) and 40(2) of the Slaughterhouses Act 1974 

(2) Section 36(3) (a) of the Slaughterhouses Act 1974 

(3) Regulation 26 
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APPENDIX A 



RECOMMENDED POSITIONS FOR CAPTIVE BOLT STUNNING 
Cattle 





i 




Cattle (other than bulls and calves) 

aim at the point halfway between the top of the head 
and the imaginary line between the eyes and place the 
muzzle at right angles to the frontal surface. 



Bulls 



aim at the point halfway between the top of the head 
and the line between the eyes and place the muz^ e very 
firmly 1 cm to the side of the ridge which runs down 
the centre of the face, and at right angles to the 
frontal surface. 



CaiveSim slightly lower than for cattle as the upper part of 
the calf’s brain is often under-developed, and pla^e 
the muzzle at right angles to the frontal surface. 
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1 



gAgs 





Pigs (other than boars) 

place the muzzle about 2.5 cm above the level of the 
eyes, and at right angles to the frontal surface. 



Boars 

place the muzzle about 5 cm above the level of the eyes 
to one side of the ridge which is in the mid-line of 
the skull, and at right angles to the frontal surface. 



Sheep 



\ 




Hornless sheep 

- use the highest point of the head and aim towards the 
angle of the jaw. 

Horned sheep 

place the muzzle just behind the ridge which runs 
between the horns and aim towards the mouth. 
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Goats 




Hornless goats 

— use the highest point of 
angle of the jaw. 



the head and aim towards 



the 



Horned goats 

place the muzzle 
between the horns 



just behind the ridge which 
and aim towards the mouth. 



runs 



Kids 

as for calves . 



Horses 




Place the muzzle at right angles to the frontal surface well 
above the point where imaginary lines from eye to ear cross, 
as the brain is in the upper part of the head. 



Rabbits 



The same stunning position should be used as for hornless 
sheep . 



3A5-MG.RPT 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



ANNEX 



TRAINING AVAILABLE TO SLAUGHTERMEN 

The Institute of Meat has launched a training scheme for 
improving abattoir practical skills in lairage duties, 
stunning and sticking to enable trainees to obtain a 
recognised standard of achievement through a nationally 
controlled series of tests. Assessment is made at the 
workplace. Although designed primarily for those who are 
planning or are just commencing a career in the industry,, 
the scheme also offers an opportunity for established 
slaughtermen to improve their ability. It is recommended 
that management should encourage their staff to participate 
in the scheme. Information about the scheme may be obtained 
from: The Institute of Meat, 56/60 St John Street, London 
EC1M 4DT. 
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